POSSIBLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. Three Robert Frost poems are discussed in this book:
“Nothing Gold Can Stay,” “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening,” and “The Road Not Taken.” How does each poem

relate to Ajay’s emotional journey throughout the novel?

. One of the major themes of this book is morality. Right
versus wrong. Who do you believe is the rightful owner of
the chocolate bar? Mindy? Ajay? Al? Someone else? Why?

. Ajay reasons his family deserves to keep the money because
they are poor. He states, “[Mindy] probably didn’t need the
money the way our family did. So maybe the right thing

to do was to hold on to the wrapper.” Do you agree? Does

Mindy deserve the money less because she’s rich?

. Ajay feels guilty about stealing the chocolate bar and puts
a dollar bill back into Al’s cash register to pay for it. Is
that enough? Does Ajay owe Al one dollar or one million
dollars? Why?

. Ajay lies to a lot of people in this book, especially his
parents. He says, “Maybe I felt like lying was worth it if it

was protecting Amma and Appa from worrying or getting
involved. My parents had some rules that I didn’t agree
with, and maybe it was okay to lie if it meant they wouldn't

get upset.” Is this a reasonable statement?

. How does Ajay’s interaction with Ms. Livingston change

from the beginning of the book to the second time he gets
a grade he’s not happy with? What does this indicate about
how Ajay views himself?

. Ajay struggles to tell his parents the truth. Why? What is

he most afraid of (besides punishment)? What is Ajay’s
controlling belief?

. The concept of unconditional love plays a major role in

the novel. Do you believe you need to earn a person’s love?
What do different characters say about love? Aarthi? Al?

. Everyone has a story. Mindy says, "Al may have a story you

don’t know about,” when Ajay first struggles to relate to
him. Ajay later says, “And maybe we were all [more than
one thing]. Not a list of things, but a messy pile—jumbled,
overlapping, and contradicting.” How do each character’s
stories inform their decisions? Ajay? Mindy? Jacob? Al?
How do their experiences make them more than one

thing?



